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The Stevens Croft site just north of Lackerbie. E.ON's 43MW
woodfuelled power station next to the sawmill of James Jones and .
Sons, one of the venues for the Timber Transport Forum field trip,:
The transport of timber by rail was alse 1o feature in the following

day’s conference in Corlisle.

The Timber Transport Forum straddled the Anglo-Scottish border this year. The field
trip was centred on Lockerbie — the Dumfries and Galloway town that is

spearheading the way forward for Scotland’s timber industries. The conference

venue the following day was St. Martin’s College in Carlisle, a city that also has also
built itself something of a reputation in forestry circles through the likes of BSW and
John Deere. Hilary Burke reports.

ttendees met for the field trip at

the Dinwoodie Lodge Hotel on

the old A74 a couple of miles
south of Johnstonebridge. Travellers on
the motorway to the west or the railway
to the east will have been able to see,
over the last year or so, E.ON5s
woodfuelled power station taking shape
beside the sawmill of James Jones and
Sons a couple of miles further south,

A tour of A W Jenkinson’s fuel supply
facility on the Stevens Croft site was the
second visit on the agenda, but first
delegates boarded four minibuses and
were transported into the heart of
commercial timber-growing country

The extensive complex of plantations
on the hills around the Black Esk and
White Esk rivers are mirrored across the
wadtershed - the regional border — by
equally extensive plantations in the
Borders Region. It is from forests like
these that the bulk of projected increase
in UK tmber production will come
Harvesting technology may be up to the
task, but increasing in-forest haulage
distances and wdgon movements on
minor road systems are giving cause for
concern
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Practical demonstrations of low
impact tmber transport had been laid
on at the forest depot at
Garwaldwaterfoot, just north of the
hamilet of Eskdalemuir. The visitors were
following in famous footsteps. In the
1970s Dumfediing Forest was managed
by Economic Forestry (Scotland) and
was considered a shining example of
private sector fu:us[r_‘y enterprise. Si
David Montgomery, Chairman of the
Forestry Commission planted a Chinese
Scarlet rowan in the arboretum at
Garwaldwaterfoot in 1978; the Prince of
Wales planted a Sessile oak in 1981

A team from Eve Trakway, based in
Chesterfield, had travelled north to
demonstrate how effective their heavy
duty Trakpanel system could be for
crossing uneven and soft ground. Laid
in a combination of widths 4nd layers
the roadway Is able to support up to
1000t over otherwise impassable
ground

This is the sort of temporary roadway
that was to be be put in place few days
later down in Cumbria to retrieve the
derailed 'Pendolino’ express train on the
West Coast main line. Eve Trakways

qualified employees regularly undertake
work for the rail, construction and
utilities sectors from three regional
depots in the UK

The aluminium panels cannot be used
for tracked vehicles, or for those fitted
with chains or band tracks, so use of the
system in forests such as Eskdalemuir
will be restricted. The system may well
be suitable for providing access to
otherwise 1solated "1slands” of tmber or,
as was shown 4t the demonstration, for
forming short stretches of wagon
haulage road

The winter cost 15 £35 per panel for
the first week and £5 per week
thereafter. The job is surveyed and the
roadway laid by Eve Trakway
employees

Delegates had been entertained over
coffee at the Dinwoodie Lodge Hotel by
a promotional DVD from Canadian firm
Nreboss. ‘Central tyre inflation’ — or
deflation to be more exact - was the
theme. The systemn is claimed to have
benefits for all the industries that work
highway trucks in ‘offroad’ situations

Out at Garwaldwaterfoot, one of
Gordon Mackenzie’s wagons from







